Intensive English Reading & Writing
Spring, 2022

	Course No.
	HA1304
	Classroom
	Google Classroom, 탐구관 #2409-1 (class 1), 
현설관 #3207 (classes 2~4) 
	Hours
	3 Credits 
3 hours/ 16 weeks 

	Instructor
	Nathan Roberts ( nathanroberts@ksa.kaist.ac.kr )
	Office Hours
	Tues. 11:50~12:40
Wed. 9:50~10:40
Thur. 14:40~15:30



Required Google Classroom Class Codes:

Class 1: 5m5bdnz
Class 2: q3sntgg
Class 3: vwgxto5
Class 4: 6zhpehk

1. Course Description

This course is designed to further enhance students’ academic English proficiency in the areas of reading and writing, which are essential components success at the collegiate level. Students will develop advanced reading and writing comprehension skills over this course with a large focus on improving written composition and textual analysis ability. In addition, this curriculum seeks to inspire critical thinking via exposure to a celebrated novel as well as a diverse collection of academic articles, journals, and essays curated from distinguished media resources on a weekly basis.

2. Course-end Objectives

· To develop analytical writing fundamentals.
· To introduce academic research techniques for research paper writing.
· To broaden literary insight through reading a classic English-language novel.

3.   Required Class Materials

· Textbook: Q: Skills for Success – Reading and Writing 4, Third Edition (Oxford, 2020).
· Novel: Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Philip K. Dick (Del Rey, 1968).
· Writing Tools: A pen or pencil is required in-class, every class. Electronic devices like laptops or tablets are optional except on required days specified by the instructor. Google Docs required for online assignment submission (no other file formats accepted and will be counted as zero/no score). 
**ALL MATERIALS ARE REQUIRED IN EVERY CLASS** Failure to bring necessary materials (especially the textbook) will result in a reduction of points in the class participation portion of your grade.

4.  Evaluation Criteria and Final Grade Percentage

Attendance (10%) 

In-class attendance is graded based upon a student's ability to be present, prepared, and on time for every single class. Students who are late or have unexcused absences will be penalized according to the following criteria:
· Absence without notice or permission: -0.5 points.
· Lateness of 5 minutes or more after class has begun: -0.3 points.
· These guidelines will also apply to online classes as well (students must be present with camera/mic ready at start time. Failure to have both turned on will result in an absence penalty of -0.5 points)

Homework (30%)

Each class is conducted 3 times a week. At the end of the 1st weekly class (Day 1) a homework assignment will be handed out, which is due by the end of the 3rd weekly class (Day 3). These homework assignments will be structured as weekly journals that are 2-paragraphs (10 sentences) in length, no more and no less. 

Class Participation (20%)

Class participation is a critical component of this course. Students are required to be awake, paying attention, and verbally contribute whenever possible in every class by expressing at least one coherent idea or opinion. Students will not be coerced into speaking outside of required classroom reading. Class participation will be constantly evaluated throughout the course by the instructor. Each violation will be recorded and result in roughly -0.5 points off the participation score. 

Mid-Term Exam (20%)

An essay-based exam on the required novel will be given during the mid-term testing period in the middle of the semester. The purpose of this examination will be to determine the reading and comprehension of the content of the novel that was to be read outside of class. Due to our class having a midterm, there will be no formal final exam in this course (instead there is a final project assignment).





Final Project Assignment (20%)

The final project will be a creative exercise, drawing upon the themes of the semester. The student will take a leadership role in curating his/her project materials and will tasked with competing this assignment near the end of the semester.   


5.  Class Policies

Language Usage

· All students should speak English in the classroom during class time. Students who fail to follow this rule will receive a reduction in their participation grade.
· All students are prohibited from using abusive or offensively profane language during class time or in their written assignments. Rude, derogatory, prejudice, or insubordinate behavior will not be tolerated under any circumstances and will result in a reduction in the participation grade. 

Late Assignments (do not exist)

· There are no late assignments. No credit and a zero score will be given for assignments that are turned in past the designated due date, even down to the minute. Outside of a medical emergency or an official student leave of absence, this policy will never change and no special exceptions will be made. Technical problems will not be considered. You must be responsible for your own work and time management. 


Plagiarism 

· Each student is fully responsible for the quality and integrity of their own academic work. If any student is found guilty of plagiarizing another person’s work or turning in machined-translated work (via Papago, Google Translate, etc.), they will receive an automatic failing grade of 0% on the assignment and put their overall course grade at risk. Every assignment is run through plagiarism-checking software prior to grading and there will be further, outside-of-class consequences for those caught engaging in this activity.

		
Weekly Journal Assignment Grading System/Rubric

· √+ (100%): Work is creative, organized, and void of any major grammatical errors.
· √ (90%): Work is sufficiently organized, but has minor grammatical errors.
· √- (80%): Work may be disorganized and has multiple grammatical errors.
· - (70%): Work may be unintelligible to a native English speaker or has an excessive amount of errors that brings the score down to this base level.
6. Final Grades
Your final grade will be calculated using the following standard grading scale. Approximately 5 to 6 students per class will be given individual comments along with their final grade. All grades are final so please no not email asking for changes after the semester concludes.

	Grade
	Percentage
	Points

	A+
	95% – 100%
	95 - 100

	A0
	90% – 94%
	90 - 94

	A-
	85% – 89%
	85 - 89

	B+
	80% – 84%
	80 - 84

	B0
	75% – 79%
	75 - 79

	B-
	70% – 74%
	70 - 74

	C+
	65% – 69%
	65 - 69

	C0
	60% – 64%
	60 - 64

	C-
	55% – 59%
	55 - 59

	D+
	50% – 54%
	50 – 54

	D0
	45% – 49%
	45 - 49

	D-
	40% – 44%
	40 - 44

	F
	35% – 39%
	35 - 39



7. Tentative Course Schedule 
Assignment dates are subject to change based on school events, holidays, delays, and exam periods. You will be notified in advance should any changes occur. Consider this the road map to everything that will be accomplished by the end of the course.

	Week
	Classwork
	Homework Assignment

	1 
	Course overview + Introduction to essay Writing
	Personal essay (*participation-graded)

	2
	Unit 1: What makes someone admirable?

	Article:  7 Traits… (Business Insider)

	3
	Unit 2: How do marketers get our attention?
	Article: Facebook Users Cannot Avoid… (The Guardian)

	4
	Unit 3: What important lessons do we learn as young people?
	Article:  Expert Advice on Five Life Lessons… (CNBC)

	5
	Unit 4: How can science improve lives?

	Article: Singapore is Using a Robotic Dog… (Smithsonian)

	6
	Unit 5: Should science influence what we eat?

	Article: How Technology is Transforming… (Forbes)

	7
	Unit 6: Does school prepare you for work?

	Article: Please Stop Asking Whether College is… (Forbes)

	8
	Unit 7: Is discovery always a good thing?

	Article: This Jurassic Deep Sea… (Popular Mechanics)

	9
	Unit 8:  Can failure lead to success?

	Article: Three Habits of Highly Successful People (NBC)

	10
	Supplemental unit A
	Article: TBA


	11

	Supplemental unit B
	Article: TBA

	12
	Supplemental unit C
	Article: TBA

	13
	Final Project Work
	Final Project Work

	14
	Final Project Work
	Final Project Work


[bookmark: _GoBack]8. Textbook Work
There are 2 vocabulary assignments for every unit. These assignments should be treated as part of your homework and will be due by the following class period after being assigned. If time permits, you may be allowed to work on these in class after all other work is done.

	Week
	Vocabulary Assignment 

	1 
	None

	2
	Unit 1: Pg 7~8 & 15

	3 
	Unit 2: Pg 37 & 45

	4
	Unit 3: Pg 67 & 75~76


	5
	Unit 4: Pg 97~98 & 105~106


	6
	Unit 5: Pg 127 & 136

	7 
	Unit 6: Pg 157 & 165


	8

	Unit 7: Pg 187~188 & 196

	9
	Unit 8: Pg 217~218 & 227

	10
	None

	11
	None

	12
	None



