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Cultural Literacy in English (Spring 2016)
· Teacher: Kim, Juhwan Ph.D.
· Email: amstkim@gmail.com 
· Office/Phone: Tamgu-Gwan 2309, (051) 606-2217
· Office Hours: Mon 1:40-3:30, 4:40-5:30 pm, Tue 3:40-5:30 pm, Fri 1:40-2:30 pm (or by appointment)

1. Course Description and Objectives

As an advanced course in KSA English language education, Cultural Literacy in English is designed to offer EFL students an opportunity to gain knowledge about U.S. society and culture while improving their English proficiency in reading, writing, and speaking. The course will examine a broad range of topics, and students in this course will read a variety of texts that address historical and contemporary issues in American society, examining how they inform or reflect the so-called American attitudes, behaviors, and culture after all. In addition to the subject matter, the language component of the course will focus on both academic vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. Overall, the following list summarizes objectives for students to accomplish in this course:

· To gain background knowledge about historical and social context of American society and culture
· To improve English communication skills by reading about, writing about, and discussing popular culture
· To become successful intercultural communicators using English language

2. Textbook

Anders Breidlid, et al. (eds.), American Culture (2008, 2nd edition).

** Supplementary materials include multimedia resources such as films, music, images, photos, etc.  

3. Classroom: Hyungseol 3307

4. Requirements & Assessment

· Attendance (10%): Any absence without permission based on proper documentation will hurt your grade substantially. Being late more than 10 minutes will be considered as an absence. A tardy means you are late more than 5 minutes. Two tardies will count as one absence. 

· Participation (20%): Strong participation means you pay attention to what your teacher and other students say, ask and answer questions, make comments, and do not sleep during class. Discussion is an important mode of learning in this course, and I expect students to read the assigned materials in advance and come to the class well-prepared to exchange their own thoughts and ideas. 

· Quiz and Homework (15%): There will be some pop-up quizzes and homework assignments over the course of the semester. 

· Mid-term Exam (20%): Mid-term exam will include multiple choice and short answer questions based on what you have learned in the class either from the text and hand-outs or from my lectures. Take notes and mark up your book! 
 
· Presentation (15%): Each student will be asked to choose one topic and prepare a 10-minute presentation. A list of topics will be provided 

· Final Exam (20%): Final exam will be a short essay writing. Students will choose 2 topics out of 5 and write a short essay on each. Topics will be based to the course content and will be provided ahead of the exam.   

· Final Grade: A+ (95~100), A0 (90~94), A- (88~89), B+(85~87), B0 (80~84), B- (78~79), C+(75~77), C0 (70~74), C- (68~69), D+ (65~67), D0 (60~64), D- 58~59), F (57 and below)

5. Weekly Plan 
* The following schedule is subject to change upon necessity. Any change will be announced ahead in class. Each class will include a variety of activities such as vocab work, lecture, in-class reading/writing, multimedia screening, Q&A, and discussion. Handouts and supplementary materials will be used as needed. 


· Week 1 (Feb. 22-26): Course Introduction 

Part I: U.S. in Historical Perspectives
· Week 2 (Feb. 29-Mar.4): American Revolution and Democracy
· Reading(s): Declaration of Independence (Handout); U.S. Constitution (AC 122-128), JFK First Inaugural Address (AC 145-147), Barack Obama Inaugural Addresses (Handout)

· Week 3 (Mar. 7-11): Slavery and Racism  
· Reading(s): Introduction (AC 64-66), The Auction Block (AC 66), A Peep into a Slave-Mart (AC 67), Ain’t I a Woman? (AC 67-68), Final Emancipation Proclamation (AC 68-69) 

· Week 4 (Mar. 14-18): Civil Rights Movement
· Reading(s): I Have a Dream (AC 75-78), The Ballot or the Bullet (AC 79-80), Everyday Use (Handout)

· Week 5 (Mar. 21-25): Immigration and Family
· Reading(s): Introduction (AC 32-34), The Meeting (AC37-40), The Promised Land (AC 40-41), Shall We Let the Cuckoos Crowd US Out of Our Nest? (AC 42-43), Where Are the Good Old Days? (Handout) 

· Week 6 (Mar. 28-Apr. 1): Language & Education
· Reading(s): The Americanization of Edward Bok (AC 43-45), An Impossible Dream (AC 324-327), Mother Tongue (AC 359-363), Public School Teacher (AC 322-324), The College Dropout Boom; Crossing Boundaries (Handouts)

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Week 7 (Apr. 4-8): Multiculturalism
· Reading(s): E Pluribus Unum? (AC 62), America; The Struggle to Be an All-American Girl; Two Ways to Belong in America (Handouts),  

· Week 8 (Apr. 11~15):  Mid-term Exam Week

Part II: Contemporary American Popular Culture

· Week 9 (Apr. 18-22): Literature
· Reading(s): The Open Boat (Handout) 

· Week 10 (Apr.25-29): Literature (Continued)
· Reading(s): A Good Man Is Hard to Find (Handout) 

· Week 11 (May 2-6): Music
· Reading(s): Empty Bed Blues (AC 230), This Land Is Your Land (AC 231), As the Spirit Moves Mahalia (AC 237-240) 

· Week 12 (May 9-13): Music (Continued) 
· Reading(s): Bruce Springsteen (AC 247-252), A Land with Rhythm and Beats for All; In the End, Black Men Must Lead (Handouts) 

· Week 13 (May 16-27): Cinema
· Reading(s): Little Big Man (AC 240-242), Taxi Driver (AC 252-255)

· Week 14 (May 30-Jun. 3): Cinema (Continued)
· Reading(s): The Testimony of Walter E. Disney (AC 231-237), Why We Crave the Horror Movies (Handout)

· Week 15 (Jun. 7~10): Sports
· Reading(s): Religion, Commodity, or Escape (Handout)

· Week 16 (Jun. 13-15): Sports (Continued) and Course Review
· Reading(s): The Shame of College Sports (Handout)

· Jun. 16~22: Final Exam Week
image1.jpeg




