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Course Description and Objectives

This class will expand upon the English speaking skills you have learned in your first year at KSA. The main focus will be on debate skills, which involve not just speaking but reading, critical thinking, and research skills. The debates in this class will be more formal and structured than in Listening & Speaking, following the formats of actual debate competitions. The debate and discussion topics will be drawn both from current events and the timeless themes from classic literature.

We will also work on developing presentation skills and interview skills, as well as your overall English vocabulary.

Grades will be determined NOT by how good of an English speaker you already are (all of you are already very good English speakers), but rather (A) how active and enthusiastic you are in class, (B) diligence in completing both weekly homework and major assignments, and (C) how much improvement you show over the course of the semester, and (D) actual performance in the major projects. Hopefully this class will be fun, and not too stressful!

Class Materials
· Textbook:  Debate Champion 3 (Cheri J. Lee / Larrabee Learning)
· Vocabulary Workbook:  Vocabulary Workshop, Level D (Jerome Shostak / Sadlier)
· Notebook – required!
· A folder for storing class handouts and handed-back assignments will also be helpful.

Assessment Plan

Unit Projects		40%
There will be four major project assessments during this semester.  I am still working out the exact nature of these projects, but my rough plan is:





1.  presentations (solo)
2.  debate 1
3.  debate 2
4.  interviews or group skits

Homework		20%
While a lot of your homework will involve preparing for the major projects, there will also be day-to-day homework as well. Sometimes this will involve vocabulary work from the Vocabulary Workshop workbook. Sometimes it will be preparing for a class discussion by doing assigned reading or preparing discussion questions.

Homework will be graded using the following system:

√+  (check plus) = 100%  This is for work that goes “above and beyond.”  It shows extra care, effort, and thought.
√  (check) = 90%  This is for work that basically fulfills the assignment with an adequate amount of care and effort. Good, but nothing special!
√-  (check minus) = 80%  This is for work that seems rushed, sloppy, short, and has more than a normal amount of grammar errors.  The student might have misunderstood the assignment.
"-"  (minus)  = 70%  This is for work that is incomplete, filled with errors, and generally shows a poor amount of effort.  
*I can also give quizzes, which will count towards the homework grade. 

Class Participation	15%
Class participations means:  not being late to class; bringing the required materials to class; speaking in English at all times; volunteering to speak in class discussions; active, enthusiastic, and respectful attitude; active and positive participation in small-group work; and diligent effort in peer-evaluation.

This is a PT class, which means it’s smaller than most regular English Speaking classes.  It’s harder to “hide” (not participate), and it’s easier for me to see how engaged and focused you are!

Attendance		10%
As far as I’m concerned, you all should get 100% for your attendance grade.  More than 10 minutes late = a class absence.  Class absences are considered excused or unexcused.  Excused =  I get a note, e-mail, phone call, etc. from a doctor, advisor, or another KSA teacher.  Also, it is your responsibility to visit my office or e-mail me to find out what you missed, get any handouts, get a summary of the lecture, etc.  I will not chase you down!  If you know in advance that you will miss class, please talk to me before your absence so I can give you the homework or any other necessary class information.

Unexcused absence = -10 points from attendance grade
Late = -3 points from attendance grade

Excused absences will receive no penalty, but again, you are responsible for making up the work!

Final Exam:			15%
The exam will be broken into two parts—vocabulary and logic.

Late Policy:
The major grades in this class are performance-based as well as team-based. Not being ready to give a presentation or participate in a debate on your assigned date will severely hurt your grade for that project, as well as your class participation grade. 

Written assignments are due at the time of class. Assignments handed in after class will be counted as one day late.  For every day an assignment is late, a maximum 10 point penalty will be assessed.   
 
Semester Schedule

Semester Schedule (tentative)

Week 1 (2/22—2/26):  Introduction, go over syllabus—begin chapter 1:  “Revenge”
Week 2 (2/29—3/4):   Continue chapter 1—discussion of “Wuthering Heights”; solo presentation skills review and practice; vocabulary unit 1
Week 3 (3/7—3/11):    Continue chapter 1—discussion of “The Day That Changed America”; vocabulary unit 2; presentation practice
Week 4 (3/14—3/18): Solo presentations; vocabulary unit 3 
Week 5 (3/21—3/25):   solo presentation feedback due; introduction to debate formats; begin chapter 2: “Sacrifice”; vocabulary unit 4
Week 6 (3/28—4/1):   Continue chapter 2—discussion of “Tale of Two Cities” and “One Man’s Protest”; form debate teams and choose topics; debate practice activies; vocabulary unit 5
Week 7 (4/4—4/8):  Debate 1; vocabulary unit 6
4/11—4/15:  MIDTERM EXAM PERIOD (no midterm exam for this class)
Week 8 (4/18—4/22):  debate judging / feedback due; begin chapter 3: “Marriage” (note: we may skip to later chapters, depending on class interest in the chapter’s topics); vocabulary unit 7
Week 9 (4/25—4/29):  continue chapter 3; form debate teams for 2nd debate; choose topics; vocabulary unit 7
Week 10 (5/2—5/6):  debate practice activities; vocabulary unit 8
Week 11 (5/9—5/13):   Debate 2; vocabulary unit 9
Week 12 / 14 (5/16—5/27):  [5/18—5/24 is “study at home” period]
Week 13 (5/30—6/3):  begin chapter 4 (or other chapter, depending on class preference); vocabulary chapter 10
Week 14 (6/6—6/10):  continue chapter 4; work on either interview skills activities or group skits
Week 15 (6/13—6/15):  Interviews / group skits; final exam preparation
6/16—6/22		FINAL EXAM PERIOD   
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