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Course Description and Objectives
Reading and writing in English are vital skills necessary for success in a math/science/ technology academic and professional setting.  This class has the twin goals of boosting students’ ability to understand increasingly advanced texts from many different sources and genres, and to improve students’ writing.  Reading and writing work together in this class as a way to develop basic ESL skills, but also to help develop and sharpen students’ critical thinking.  Students in this class will still be mastering complex English grammar and syntax, and developing their vocabulary. While we will still work on sentence-level grammar skills, students will move from a focus on sentence-level composition to the paragraph and short essay.  The course helps students develop, revise, improve, and restructure their thoughts through the process of drafting, revising, and editing.  Reading genres covered can include non-fiction and fiction, academic/technical, journalistic, and literary.  Main writing formats covered include definition writing, descriptive writing, process writing, comparison & contrast writing, cause & effect writing, narrative writing, and argumentative writing. Through peer-editing, students will also understand that writing is not just a personal activity but also a result of social interactions. 

Objectives
•Boost students abilities to read for both main ideas and details among a variety of sources and genres
•Develop and hone critical thinking skills through in-class discussion of reading texts
•Create a symbiotic relationship between reading and writing as students use writing as a means to create meaning and understanding of reading texts.
•Introduce students to process writing:  brainstorming, note-taking, outlining, drafting, and revising
•Mastery of basic paragraph construction:  topic sentences, support sentences, conclusion
•Introduce students to basic writing forms:  descriptive writing, definition writing, narrative writing, analytical writing, argumentative persuasive writing
•Improve students’ advanced grammar and syntax skills, and develop their vocabulary.
•Introduce students to peer-editing and peer-feedback as a means to improve their own writing process
  
Class Materials
· Textbook:  Q: Skills for Success—Reading and Writing (book 3)
· Notebook – required!!!!!!!!
· A folder for storing class handouts and handed-back assignments will also be helpful.
· I will bring in extra reading material from various sources throughout the semester.

Assessment Plan

Homework		25%
Homework is due at the beginning of class.  Assignments will be graded using the following system:
√+  (check plus) = 100%  This is for work that goes “above and beyond.”  It shows extra care, effort, and thought.
√  (check) = 90%  This is for work that basically fulfills the assignment with an adequate amount of care and effort.
√-  (check minus) = 80%  This is for work that seems rushed, sloppy, has more than a normal amount of errors.  The assignment might be shorter than the required length, or the student might have misunderstood the assignment.
“-“  (minus)  = 70%  This is for work that is incomplete, filled with errors, and generally shows a poor amount of effort.  

Most of the graded homework will be the weekly journal writing assignments (see below).  There may be reading or grammar quizzes. These will count towards the homework grade. 

In-class work	/ participation		10%
I will grade your in-class performance in how well you:
· show up on time to class
· bring the required materials to class 
· speaking in English at all times 
· volunteering to speak in class discussions
· active, enthusiastic, and respectful attitude
· active and positive participation in s mall-group work
· diligent effort in peer-evaluation.


Essays:		30%
There will be three major essay assignments. You will have several days to work on these essays, and we will do lots of in-class brain-storming, note-taking, and drafting.   These assignments will go through a multi-step editing and revision process.  They will be graded on a 0-100 scale.  (The grading system for essays will be discussed in the first few weeks of class.) The lengths of these essays will vary, but most of them will be about 2 pages.   
Attendance		10%
As far as I’m concerned, you all should get 100% for your attendance grade.  More than 10 minutes late = a class absence.  Class absences are considered excused or unexcused.  Excused =  I get a note, e-mail, phone call, etc. from a doctor, advisor, or another KSA teacher.  Also, it is your responsibility to see me (visit my office) to find out what you missed, get any handouts, get a summary of the lecture, etc.  I will not chase you down!  If you know in advance that you will miss class, please talk to me before your absence so I can give you the homework or any other necessary class information.

Final Exam:		 25%
The final exam will mostly be skill-related (you must demonstrate your writing skills). However, there also will be a grammar section, and possibly some questions related to writing-related terms that we learned.

Journal Writing:
Every Monday, we will think of a “theme” for that week’s journal writing. It could be related to our textbook chapter topic, but it could also be something completely different.  Students will find a recent newspaper/magazine/blog article on the topic, read it, and write a paragraph in response to the article—between ½ and 1 page. Students must print out the article (or copy it if it came from an actual in-print newspaper or magazine) and include it with their written responses.  Journals will be graded according to the homework grading system detailed above.  Journals will be due on Friday by 4 p.m.
  
Late Policy:
All assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Assignments handed in after class will be counted as one day late.  For every day an assignment is missing, a 10 point maximum penalty can be assessed.  If a student is not ready for a major project (debate, presentation, etc.) on the assigned day, a late penalty will be given.  
 
Plagiarism and cheating:  
Students who give presentations or hand in written assignments that either partially or wholly are based on others’ work, without proper citations, or engage in other forms of academic dishonesty, will receive AT LEAST a zero for that assignment with no chance to make up that grade.  Also, the student may face further serious disciplinary actions.


Semester Schedule (tentative)

Week 1 (2/22—2/26):  Introduction to class, go over syllabus, chapter 1 readings: “1st Impressions” and “Job Interviews”, introduction to paragraph writing, journal #1 due
Week 2 (2/29—3/4):   continue / finish chapter 1, paragraph writing practice, journal #2 due
Week 3 (3/7—3/11):  chapter 2 readings: “Knowing Your Tastes” and “Finding Balance in Food”, introduction to descriptive writing, journal #3 due, 1st essay assignment will be given out (descriptive essay) 
Week 4 (3/14—3/18):  putting paragraphs together to make an essay, in-class writing, essay #1 due, peer-review workshop
Week 5 (3/21—3/25):   chapter 3 readings: “Fast Cars, Big Money” and “Practice Makes . . . Pain?”, essay #1 revision due
Week 6 (3/28—4/1):   finish chapter 3, journal assignment #4 due
Week 7 (4/4—4/8):  chapter 4 readings:  “Having a Second Life” and “Living Outside the Box”, 2nd essay assignment will be given out (persuasive / argument essay); journal assignment #5 due
4/11—4/15:  MIDTERM EXAM PERIOD (no midterm exam for this class)
Week 8 (4/18—4/22):  chapter 5 readings: “A Question of Numbers” and “The Biology of Altruism”; essay #2 due; peer-review workshop	
Week 9 (4/25—4/29):  essay #2 revision due; chapter 7 readings
Week 10 (5/2—5/6):  continue chapter 7 readings; journal #6 due
Week 11 (5/9—5/13):   chapter 8 readings; journal #7 due
Week 12 / 14 (5/16—5/27):  continue chapter 8, essay #3 will be given out  (cause & effect [or] persuasive essay), journal #8 due  [5/18—5/24 is “study at home” period]
Week 13 (5/30—6/3):  chapter 9 readings; work on essay #3
Week 14 (6/6—6/10):  continue chapter 9; essay assignment #3 due; peer-review workshop
Week 15 (6/13—6/15):  exam preparation; essay #3 revision due; revision of essay #1 or #2 due
6/16—6/22		FINAL EXAM PERIOD   
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